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Granite City Baptist Academy (GCBA) started this school 

year with 21 students and 4 more students hoping to enroll 

soon.  

 

Our soccer team is co-opting with Grace Baptist of 

Mankato. The team has been competitive in all of their 

seven games. They beat their last game in overtime 4-3. The 

Volleyball team is co-opting with Jubilee and they have also 

been competitive. The students are having fun. 

 

The staff from GCBA attended the ACE Educator’s 

Convention in Bloomington, MN. We are looking forward 

to the MACS State Soccer/VB Tournament at First Baptist 

in Rosemount, MN. The Academy Fall Program will be 

Sunday, Nov. 18
th
 at 6pm. Thanksgiving Recess will be 

Thursday & Friday, Nov. 22-23. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The pastors of early American churches used their pulpits to 

make a clear distinction between righteousness and 

ungodliness culture has to do with attitudes, values, 

customs, achievements, beliefs, and behavior of a nation, 

people or a group of people within a nation. American 

moral codes during this time originated from the Ten 

Commandments and the teachings of Christ. American 

patriotism is showcased in tis National pride, Citizenship, 

National anthem, National holidays, flag, and Pledge of 

Allegiance. It is very important that everyone gets out to 

VOTE on Nov 6
th
 to preserve FREEDOM.  

 
What will make America great again? (1) Strong Christian 

Families. God created man and woman to marry, raise 

children, and serve God. Gen 2:21-24, “And the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he 

took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

 
 

A Practical Assessment of Worship Music in Missions 

 

As Music Teacher at GCBA my goal is to teach students 

that music is a primary means to praise and worship God. I 

want them to love godly music and know what is godly 

music. The following article is written my missionary Steve 

Anderson who has lived over 40 years in Africa. It is very 

helpful in understand good music.  

 

Some 300 years before Christ, Aristotle said, “Music 

directly represents the passions of the soul.” Martin Luther 

referred to music as “the handmaiden of the Gospel.” What 

a great word picture! Few would deny that music is 

everywhere…and music is powerful. Biblicists hold that 

music is a unique gift from God, given for the purpose of 

exalting Him and giving His name glory—in short, music is 

for worship which flows from a redeemed, Spirit-filled 

heart (Eph. 5:18; Col 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”) Satan consistently 

does all he can to prevent genuine worship. 

 

Satan is providing a number of counterfeit sounds and styles 

under the label of worship music, but which have the strong 

scent of entertainment. We could argue that “Christian 

music” is facing its greatest challenge in our lifetime. Every 

believer is affected by the world’s cacophony—at least, to 

being desensitized to the distinction between secular and 

sacred music. And the debate is purposely rife with 

subjectivity, as expressed by these descriptors: likes, tastes, 

opinions, amoral, preferences, old, fresh, anointed, and gray 

areas. 

 

However, If the Object of worship has revealed His 

authoritative truth to us (2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All scripture 
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Administrator Agenda continued 

And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a 

woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is 

now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 

Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man 

leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 

and they shall be one flesh.” The Christian family became the 

cultural force that made America the greatest nation on earth. (2) 

Strong Bible-believing churches. The pastors of early America 

were not bashful about applying Scripture to current political, 

social and catastrophic events. (3) Strong Constitutional 

Government. During 1796 to 1799 the Ten Commandments and 

the teachings of Scripture played a significant role in forming 

America. The progressive-minded politicians and liberal judges 

have rejected the Founding Fathers design of constitutional 

governance. (4) Strong Schools. The M
c
Guffey Readers which we 

use at GCBA became the most popular reading books in the 

mid1880’s. M
c
Guffey original readers incorporated Scripture. (5) 

Strong American Patriotism is necessary for our republic. Only 

Christian families, Bible-believing churches, and Christian 

schools can stop this falling away. If they don’t America will 

continue down the slippery slope of liberalism, atheism, and 

evolution. 

 

Why do many Christian parents show little or no interest in 

Cristian education? Christian parents need to realize the public 

school system is controlled by atheists, socialist, liberals, and 

those that believe in Marxism, materialism, hedonism, and 

evolution. Is it right for the government to hold a MONOPOLY 

on education? 

 

“I advise no one to place his child where the Scriptures do not 

reign paramount. Every institution in which men are not 

increasingly occupied with the Word of God must become 

corrupt… I am much afraid that schools will prove to be the great 

gates of hell unless they diligently labor in explaining the Holy 

Scriptures, engraving them in the hearts of youth.” Martin Luther 

“The United States system of national popular education will be 

the most efficient and wide instrument for the propagation of 

Atheism which the world has ever seen.” A.A. Hodge your cannot 

afford to send your children to the pu7bllic school if you love 

them. Any school that is not for Christ is against Him. Jesus is the 

truth and He is the basis of education. Only Christian education 

gives a fixed standard for absolute Truth. The fact is that 

government schools are killing our children spiritually, morally, 

and intellectually. 

 

Bruce Shortt in his book on the Public Schools concluded by 

asking “What is to be done?” He said, take children out of 

government schools, be honest about the facts of government 

schools, PUT YOUR CHILDREN in CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS, 

and pray for wisdom in your child’s education. 
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is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”) then the 

principles we seek must be found within that revelation and 

summarily applied. Our conviction that the Scriptures are the sole 

authority for faith and practice—including music—is at the core 

of this debate. As Pastor John Vaughn notes in the preface to Tim 

Fisher’s The Battle for Christian Music, “We are in a battle for 

Christian music. It will not be won by weak discussions about 

music; it must be fought without retreat on the battlefield of 

Scripture,” Some believers attempt to attempt to make a case 

based o0n weak suppositions, such as “contemporary music ought 

be rejected as new, while only the old is trustworthy.” But, as 

Dean Kurtz notes, “To cry out against a certain style of music 

because it is different or non-traditional is not enough. We must 

understand and attempt to emulate the kind of worship the Lord is 

seeking. What does He want? What is it that will bring Him the 

greatest pleasure?” And this, of course, brings us back to the 

Word of God. 

To further undergird this shift, a growing number of missions 

“specialists” loudly decry any effort to “Americanize” the local 

church worship experience in other lands. They boldly state that 

missionaries have no right to change the indigenous culture to 

become something it is not! If they clap and sway, so be it! If they 

are animated while singing, so be it! Drums? What’s the problem? 

Indeed, forcing a cultural subset (in this case, local church 

worship) on another culture is fraught with problems. 

Nonetheless, scriptural truths and principles are to inform and 

change culture—not the other way around. “In a climate of 

extreme multi-culturalism, pluralism, and relativism satiated with 

the notion that music is value-neutral and worldview-free, church 

music has been cut off from history, tradition, theology, aesthetic 

norms, and ultimately the Word. The result has been a breakdown 

of church music standards along with a collateral weakening in 

other areas of life.” Revisit the text of John 17:15-16; Romans 

12:1-2; I John 2:15-17, “Love not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 

Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the 

lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” II 

Corinthians 6:14-7:1; and Titus 2:11-14. We are in the world, but 

we are not to be of it! To watch the Holy Spirit use the Scriptures 

to save soul and, consequently over time, change culture by 

changing hearts toward Christlikeness—that is a joy beyond 

words. 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Soulwinners’ Club Tue 6:30-9pm through Apr 30 (24 sessions) 

K/JLC Qtrly Reward Activ: MN History Center 8:30am Nov 2 

Election Day Nov 6 

Pee-wee & Patch Club Concerts (meet at 5:30pm) Nov 11 

Parent Conferences Nov 12 

Academy Fall Program, Sun 6pm Nov 18 

Preacher Boys, Wed 7pm Nov 21 

Pilgrim/Indian-Academy Thanksgiving Dress-up Day Nov 21 

Thanksgiving recess Nov 22/23 
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